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NBA Finals trivia spotlights the annual best-of-seven championship series between the
Eastern and Western Conference champions, the matchup that determines the NBA title. From
dynasty runs and unforgettable Game 7s to surprising records and funny moments, it offers an
easy entry point for casual fans and plenty of tougher challenges for devoted basketball
followers.

HARD NBA FINALS TRIVIA
1. Before the league used the name ’NBA Finals,’ what was the championship round officially
called in 1947 through 1949?
Answer: The BAA Finals.

2. Which exact home-court sequence was used in the NBA Finals from 1985 through 2013?
Answer: The 2-3-2 format.

3. How long was Boston’s consecutive NBA Finals title run from 1959 through 1966?
Answer: Eight straight championships.

4. Who owns the record for the most NBA championships won as a player in Finals history?
Answer: Bill Russell.

5. Which coach led the Celtics to nine NBA Finals championships?
Answer: Red Auerbach.

6. Which head coach matched Bill Russell’s 11-title total by winning 11 NBA Finals
championships as a coach?
Answer: Phil Jackson.

7. How many times have the Lakers and Celtics met in the NBA Finals?
Answer: 12 times.

8. What year marked the first presentation of the NBA Finals MVP award?
Answer: 1969.

9. Which superstar’s Finals title years include 1971, 1980, 1982, 1985, 1987, and 1988?
Answer: Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.

10. Which seven-time NBA champion won Finals titles with three different franchises?
Answer: Robert Horry.

11. Which player collected NBA Finals championships with the Pistons, Bulls, and Lakers?
Answer: John Salley.

12. Which future coach first won NBA Finals titles as a player and later added them as a
head coach?
Answer: Steve Kerr.



13. Which basketball figure completed the rare Finals-title sweep as a player, assistant
coach, head coach, and executive?
Answer: Pat Riley.

14. What was the first NBA Finals since 1979 to feature neither the Celtics nor the Lakers?
Answer: The 1994 NBA Finals.

FUNNY NBA FINALS TRIVIA
1. In 1983, which team hit the turbo button and swept the NBA Finals in four games like it
had dinner reservations?
Answer: The Philadelphia 76ers swept the 1983 NBA Finals in four games.

2. Which team in 1995 treated the NBA Finals like a speed-run and finished the series in a
four-game sweep?
Answer: The Houston Rockets swept the 1995 NBA Finals in four games.

3. The 2009 NBA Finals handed the Lakers what numbered championshipâ��basically title No.
what?
Answer: It was the Lakers’ 15th championship.

4. In 2011, whose ring collection stopped at exactly one NBA championship after the Finals?
Answer: Dirk Nowitzki won his only NBA championship in 2011.

5. Which city finally got a Finals appearance in 2012 after the franchise packed up and
moved from Seattle?
Answer: Oklahoma City made its first Finals appearance since the franchise moved from
Seattle.

6. In 2017, which star finally got his first NBA championship instead of just adding more
internet arguments?
Answer: Kevin Durant won his first NBA championship in 2017.

7. By winning the 2018 NBA Finals, what did the Warriors accomplish in their four-year
mini-dynasty math problem?
Answer: They won their third title in four years.

8. The 2020 NBA Finals ended with the Lakers winning a title in their first season after
acquiring which player?
Answer: Anthony Davis.

9. Who dropped a neat and very rude 50 points in the title-clinching Game 6 of the 2021 NBA
Finals?
Answer: Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 50 points in the title-clinching Game 6.

10. In 2022, which already-decorated star finally added his first Finals MVP, because
apparently the rˆ'sumˆ' still had room?
Answer: Stephen Curry won his first Finals MVP award in 2022.



11. Which big man got his first NBA championship in the 2023 Finals, proving passing
wizardry can come with a ring too?
Answer: Nikola Joki˜� won his first NBA championship in 2023.

12. Who walked away with the 2024 Finals MVP award, the basketball equivalent of being named
prom king but with fewer balloons?
Answer: Jaylen Brown won the 2024 Finals MVP award.

13. What year marks the first championship won by the Philadelphia 76ers after the franchise
moved from Syracuse?
Answer: 1967.

FUN NBA FINALS TRIVIA
1. Which NBA Finals is so legendary that it’s often mentioned as one of the greatest Finals
series ever played?
Answer: The 1976 NBA Finals.

2. In the 1976 NBA Finals, Game 5 stretched so long it needed what extra helping of
basketball?
Answer: Triple overtime.

3. What year finally brought the Celtics and Lakers back together in the NBA Finals for the
first time since 1969?
Answer: 1984.

4. Which Finals ended with the Lakers beating the Pistons in a full seven-game showdown?
Answer: The 1988 NBA Finals.

5. Michael Jordan’s famous title-clinching jumper in Game 6 against Utah came in which NBA
Finals year?
Answer: 1998.

6. The 2001 Lakers were handing out playoff brooms left and rightâ��except in which Finals
year did they have their only non-sweep series of that postseason?
Answer: 2001.

7. Which NBA Finals put a stop to the Lakers’ streak of three straight championships?
Answer: The 2004 NBA Finals.

8. What year marked the Spurs’ first NBA Finals appearance, when they faced the Detroit
Pistons?
Answer: 2005.

9. Which Finals gave the Miami Heat their first trip to the championship round?
Answer: The 2006 NBA Finals.

10. In Game 4 of the 2008 NBA Finals, the Celtics pulled off a comeback worth how many



points?
Answer: 39 points.

11. Which NBA Finals became a winner-take-all seventh-game rematch in the Celtics-Lakers
rivalry?
Answer: The 2010 NBA Finals.

12. Whose late Game 6 three-pointer tied the game in the 2013 NBA Finals?
Answer: Ray Allen.

13. Which Finals was the Spurs’ rematch with the Heat one year after losing in seven games?
Answer: The 2014 NBA Finals.

NBA FINALS FAMILY TRIVIA
1. Which player is the only one to win NBA Finals MVP while on the losing team, doing it in
1969?
Answer: Jerry West

2. Who won Finals MVP as a rookie in 1980?
Answer: Magic Johnson

3. Which superstar matched six NBA Finals championships with six Finals MVP awards?
Answer: Michael Jordan

4. Who is the player that won Finals MVP with three different franchises?
Answer: LeBron James

5. Which Spurs great collected three Finals MVP awards?
Answer: Tim Duncan

6. From 2000 through 2002, which player won three straight Finals MVP awards?
Answer: Shaquille O’Neal

7. Which Hall of Fame center led the Houston Rockets to back-to-back NBA Finals titles in
1994 and 1995?
Answer: Hakeem Olajuwon

8. Which Lakers star won NBA Finals titles at both the start and end of the 2000s, in 2000
and 2010?
Answer: Kobe Bryant

9. True or false: The Chicago Bulls never lost an NBA Finals series in the 1990s.?
Answer: True

10. Which team won five NBA Finals between 1999 and 2014?
Answer: San Antonio Spurs

11. Which franchise won the NBA Finals in 2006, 2012, and 2013?



Answer: Miami Heat

12. Which team captured NBA Finals titles in 1989, 1990, and 2004?
Answer: Detroit Pistons

EASY NBA FINALS TRIVIA
1. What does the NBA Finals decide each season?
Answer: The league championship of the National Basketball Association.

2. The NBA Finals is the championship series of which league?
Answer: The National Basketball Association.

3. Which two conference champions meet in the NBA Finals?
Answer: The Eastern Conference champion and the Western Conference champion.

4. True or false: The NBA Finals is played between the winners of the Eastern and Western
Conferences.?
Answer: True

5. How many wins does a team need to take the NBA Finals?
Answer: Four wins.

6. What kind of series format does the NBA Finals use?
Answer: Best-of-seven.

7. What title does the team earn by winning the NBA Finals?
Answer: NBA champion.

8. In what year was the first NBA Finals held under the NBA name?
Answer: 1950.

9. What is the name of the trophy given to the NBA Finals winner?
Answer: The Larry O’Brien Championship Trophy.

10. Which franchise has won the most NBA championships?
Answer: The Boston Celtics.

11. Which franchise has made the most NBA Finals appearances?
Answer: The Minneapolis/Los Angeles Lakers franchise.

12. Under the modern league calendar, the NBA Finals is usually held in what month?
Answer: June.

13. Which month is most associated with the NBA Finals today?
Answer: June.
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